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INVITATION TO NEGOTIATE 
 

ITN15-08 - ‘FL 104’ Rye Cultivar  
(U.S. PVP 200500048) 

Florida Foundation Seed Producers, Inc. (FFSP) invites all interested parties and stakeholders to submit 
comments and/or proposals for the exclusive licensing opportunities disclosed in this announcement.  

For more information, please contact FFSP at jholm@ffsp.net. 



ITN Description and Specifications 

• ITN Title:  ‘FL 104’ Rye Cul var 

• ITN Number: ITN15‐08 

• ITN Territory: As proposed by ITN respondents 

• ITN Announcement Date:  November 25, 2015 

• ITN Proposal Due Date:  January 8, 2016, 12PM EST 

• Cul var Descrip ons:   ‘FL 104’ Rye 
 
‘FL 104’ is an early winter rye cul var that was co‐developed by the University of Florida 
and the University of Georgia for early season forage produc on, which suits various live‐
stock opera ons. 
 
Good forage produc on, disease resistance, and high‐seed yield were used as selec on 
criteria for advancing each cycle in the development of ‘FL 104’ rye.  
 
‘FL 104’ has performed well in variety trials throughout the southeastern United States, 
par cularly for early season forage produc on. It also performed well in blends with annu‐
al ryegrass for long‐season forage produc on. ’FL 104’ most closely resembles Wrens 96, 
but ’FL 104’ is slightly shorter and earlier in maturity. ‘FL 104’ has good leaf rust re‐
sistance . 
 
‘FL 104’ was previously named ‘AGS 104’, but due to “AGS” being a registered trademark, 
the USDA/AMS granted FFSP the permission to change the variety name from ‘AGS 104’ to 
‘FL 104’. 
 
For addi onal informa on and data on this cul var, please contact Dr. Ann Rachel Blount 
(paspalum@ufl.edu). 



 Newly developed cul vars, experimental lines, and plant germplasm are rou nely 
approved for release through UF’s Florida Agricultural Experiment Sta on (FAES).  Florida 
Founda on Seed Producers, Inc. (FFSP), a non‐profit corpora on and direct support 
organiza on of the University of Florida, is con nuously seeking strategic produc on and 
marke ng companies in commercializa on of a diverse por olio of newly developed plant 
cul vars.  For certain crops, several companies may express interest in an opportunity for 
an exclusive license for an improved plant cul var.  The Invita on to Nego ate (ITN), 
implemented in 2006, is a process which enables FFSP to fairly and objec vely evaluate all 
commercial proposals and comments to effec vely iden fy superior companies to deliver 
new cul vars to the public.  In return, licensed companies provide royal es back to FFSP 
for reinvestment in the breeding and development of new, improved cul vars at the FAES. 
 The ITN process encourages an open engagement of all interested companies and 
stakeholders.  Companies submi ng proposals and/or comments to an ITN will be 
evaluated consistently and fairly by a review commi ee comprised of staff members of 
FFSP and expert faculty advisors from FAES.     
 FFSP strives to secure the partner/partners that best meet the needs of the State of 
Florida and its people, UF, and the FAES breeding program.  Responders to the ITN will be 
evaluated using a consistent methodology, allowing review commi ee members to weigh 
core elements and objec vely evaluate mul ple proposals.  The ITN specifica ons 
objec vely guide cri cal responses in a proposal and are designed to explore the project’s 
commercial scope for a sustainable business, consistent with the necessity to deliver FAES 
plant breeding products and technology to the public.  The ITN requires interested 
companies to describe their prior experience and current business model.  Companies are 
asked to describe a plan of ac on concerning the new business opportunity.  The ITN also 
requests details of marke ng and produc on plans which will successfully deliver a sound 
commercial opera on and ensure that sustaining royal es are returned to support the 
FAES breeding program.  Ini a on of an ITN and the par cipa on by a company in an ITN 
process does not mean an exclusive agreement will be eventually awarded; only that 
responsive companies will receive considera on and a fair evalua on of proposals and 
comments submi ed. 
 At the conclusion of the ITN process, it is everyone’s hope that most details can be 
mutually agreed upon, resul ng in an award of a license to a qualified and successful 
partner. 
 Please refer to the general condi ons of this ITN for specific specifica ons and 
instruc ons. 

What is an ITN? 



If you or your company is interested in commen ng on and/or submi ng a proposal for 
this exclusive licensing opportunity, please complete the three steps on this list: 
 
Step 1: Carefully read the general condi ons of this announcement. 
 
Step 2: Complete and sign the Acknowledgment Form(s) of this announcement and 
mail or fax to: Florida Founda on Seed Producers, Inc., A n: Jim R. Holm, By U.S. Mail:  PO 
Box 110200, Gainesville, FL 32611‐0200, By Express Courier:  G022 McCarty Hall D, 
Gainesville, FL 32611‐0200,  Fax: (877) 839‐9162 
 
Step 3:  A er FFSP receives the Acknowledgment Form(s), you will receive a sample 
ques onnaire which you may use to submit your proposal(s).  If you are only interested in 
commen ng, please indicate such on your Acknowledgment Form(s), and submit your 
comments upon returning the Acknowledgment Form(s).  All proposals and comments 
must be received by Florida Founda on Seed Producers, Inc. (By U.S. Mail:  PO Box 
110200, Gainesville, FL 32611‐0200, By Express Courier:  G022 McCarty Hall D, Gainesville, 
FL 32611‐0200) prior to the ITN Proposal Due Date specified in the ITN Descrip on and 
Specifica ons of this announcement. 
 
All proposals and comments will be objec vely and confiden ally evaluated.  FFSP is 
commi ed to evalua ng proposals and comments using the following four (4) principles of 
the ITN process: 
 

1. What is good for the State of Florida and its people? 
2. What is good for UF/IFAS? 
3. What is good for the breeder and the breeding program? 
4.  In the case of world food crops, what is good for world food security?  
 

NOTICE:  Late proposals and/or comments will not be accepted or considered. 
 
 
 
 

Instructions for Submitting Comments and/or Proposals 



SUBMIT ITN RESPONSE AND COMMENTS TO: 
FLORIDA FOUNDATION SEED PRODUCERS, INC. 
Attn: Jim R. Holm 
G022 McCarty Hall D 
PO Box 110200 
Gainesville, FL 32611-0200 
Fax:  (877) 839-9162 
 

INVITATION TO NEGOTIATE 

Acknowledgment Form 

Is it acceptable to send your ITN sample questionnaire via e-mail?   _________ Yes    _________ No 
 
If no, what method should be used?  ________________________________ 

I certify that this ITN Proposal is made without prior understanding, agree-
ment, or connection with any corporation, firm, or person submitting an ITN 
Proposal for the same materials and is in all respects fair and without collu-
sion or fraud.  I agree to be bound by all terms and conditions of this ITN 
and certify that I am authorized to sign this acknowledgement form and 
submit an ITN Proposal for the Proposer.   

 
 
_____________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE    DATE 
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
NAME (TYPED), TITLE 

If you or your company is interested in commenting on and/or submitting a proposal for these exclusive li-
censing opportunities, please complete and sign this Acknowledgment Form agreeing to the terms and con-
ditions of the ITN and fax it back to Florida Foundation Seed Producers, Inc.  FFSP will then send your 
company a sample questionnaire which may be used for submission of your proposal.  

ITN NUMBER: ITN15-08 

ITN TITLE:  ‘FL 104’ RYE CULTIVAR  
  

PROPOSER NAME/COMPANY NAME: 
  
  

PROPOSER CONTACT (NAME): 

 PROPOSER’S MAILING ADDRESS (Phys.):  CITY – STATE – ZIP CODE - COUNTRY: 

TELEPHONE NO.: 
  

EMAIL: 

 ALTERNATE TELEPHONE NO.: WEBSITE: 

 FAX NO.:   


